
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTENTS 
Regular items: 

Presidents report 
Newsletter editorial 
March Network night  
Committee news 
Member profile Fee Sievers 
(read what she ate for breakfast!) 
February network night review 
Follow up event ~ invitation for 
expression of interest 

Special items:  
Member issues  
1)  Dispute and Mediation Procedure 
2)  Induction Packages 
 
Handy hints tips: 
‘Grow Me The Money’ scheme  
Recipe ~ French Chocolate Cake 
“I used to make it for my restaurant, 
and it's a winner, especially as 
wheat/gluten intolerant people can eat 
it.” Julie French 
 

This edition has our first member profile, featuring Fee Sievers, our new administration person, who 
replaces Lucinda (see last newsletter).  Have a read – and tell me, what do you think of the format?  If 
this is to be a regular, I’ll need a willing person to be featured in March and others for following 
months… do me a favour, nominate yourself or a fellow member for a future profile! 
 
Kylie Moppert kylie@finrepsol.com.au 
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HomeBiz has had a very successful start to our 2008 event calendar. The breakfast is on a winning formula offering 
an informal but intensive brainstorming for attendee’s business opportunities and issues. The marketing health 
check evening hit all the maximum stops for positive attendee feedback so we should definitely run more marketing 
workshops. And most importantly we have great support from members in terms of joining our working groups. Don’t 
stop offering help because we can still use more, but it’s this high level of participation that makes the network work. 
It’s great when things work! 
 
It’s your network, listen, learn, share.  

Daryl Brooke 
President Nillumbik HomeBiz Network  
Mobile: 0433-948-258    
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prizes during the night, 
Easter treats and the 
taste of ‘fun and fast’ 
speed networking!! �
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What event or thought caused you to start your first 
business? 
I helped a friend publish her book and realised that this is 
what I wanted to be doing. She became the first of many 
clients. 
 
What the nicest thing about your favourite 
customer/client? 
They appreciate the personal service they got and they 
remind me of it often.  
 
How have you divested your business of a client you 
didn't want? 
Fortunately I haven’t had to do that – and hopefully I 
never will! 
 
What do you eat for breakfast? 
Well, just realised that I’m pretty boring – 2 bran weet-bix 
and a piece of fruit. 
 
When did you start imagining yourself as self employed? 
About 4 years ago when my writing started to take off. It 
didn’t happen though till about 2 years ago. 
 
What did you want to be (when you grew up) when you 
were little? 
A marine biologist! Which is funny because I hate the 
water. Think it was the romantic notion of working with 
whales and dolphins.  
 
Where did you take your last holiday? 
Late last October – ironically we went to Tangalooma 
Wild Dolphin Resort for a week. There’s that dolphin thing 
again!  
 
What's the nicest thing about being you? 
Hmmm – I’m genuinely passionate about things that 
interest me and projects that I commit to. 
 
How would your friends describe you? 
Probably as a bit of a social butterfly. And hopefully as a 
good friend.  
 

Networking Night & Special 
Guest Night (invite a friend!) 

Effective networking…what is it? 
 
Networking is essential for every business, 
especially when it’s based at home. It’s one of 
the most cost effective ways to promote your 
business.  
 
At the March Network night we’ll be looking at 
how you can become more effective at building 
business relationships in a way that suits your 
own particular style, and abolish some of the 
myths about what networking is. 
 
Don’t miss out on the prizes during the night, 
Easter treats and the taste of ‘fun and fast’ speed 
networking!!  

 Committee News 
NHBN 2008 Business Plan 
Hopefully all who attended the last network night 
picked up a copy of our 2008 Business Plan (BP). 
This has been the major, although not exclusive focus 
of the committee since the Forum held November last 
year.  The BP sets out the vision, mission, values, 
strategic direction and action plan for marketing, 
operations, events and finances for 2008. Take some 
time to read what we’re planning – there’s plenty 
there! 
 
Committee members 
Since the AGM three new members nominated to 
join the committee. Last meeting they officially 
became committee members.  The new committee 
members are Maggie Broom (membership officer), 
Jenny Clarke, and Sarah Eifermann. Thankyou 
Maggie Jenny & Sarah. 
 
Newsletter development 
Thankyou for those who provided feedback, we are 
looking at making the newsletter as useful and 
efficient as we can ~ more about this in coming 
editions! 
Contributed by Kylie Moppert kylie@finrepsol.com.au  
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Contributed by Maeve Clonan   maeve@syobaustralia.com.au 
 

‘Grow Me the Money’ scheme  
The 'Grow Me The Money' scheme is free government run scheme. 
Whether your business is large or small, home-based or not - you will 
receive guidance and training to help you reduce the impact your business 
has on the environment. In addition, you will receive recognition of your 
achievements and invitations to network with other businesses who are 
also actively increasing the sustainability of their business operations. To 
join, all you need to do is to click on this link and follow the prompts! 
http://www.growmethemoney.com.au/  
 
Contributed by Lucinda Flynn lucinda@goinggreensolutions.com.au 
Note: Council will be holding an information session and a follow up 
workshop on the program around mid-year. 
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Follow-up workshop to finish the 
‘marketing health check’! 
Due to popular demand, Jenny is 
organising another workshop to 
complete the second half of the 
marketing health check.  
Please send an email to 
jenny@raisingexpectations.com.au to 
show your interest.  
Prices, date and time to be 
confirmed. There will need to be a 
minimum of 20 people for the 
workshop to run. Don’t miss out; 
send your email of interest now! 
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French Chocolate  Cake 
(gluten free) 
 
185gr dark chocolate, roughly 
chopped  
125gr unsalted butter 
125gr caster sugar 
4 large eggs 
60gr potato flour 
1tspn baking powder (gluten 
free) 
1tspn vanilla essence 
 
Heat oven to 170° - 180°C. 
Melt the butter, add chocolate 
and sugar and stir until the 
chocolate has melted. Add 
egg yolks, sifted potato flour 
and baking powder and 
vanilla essence to the 
chocolate mixture. Beat egg 
whites until stiff (but not too 
dry). Add a couple of 
spoonfuls of the egg whites to 
the chocolate mixture to 
soften it, then fold in the rest 
of the whites. 
 
Pour into a greased and lined 
(bottom only) 21cm – 23 cm 
cake tin and bake for 40 
minutes. Leave to cool. The 
top of the cake has a slightly 
brittle crust, so turn out gently. 
Don’t worry if the crust breaks 
a little; put the broken bits 
back in place and dust the top 
of the cake with icing sugar. 
Yummy with sweet 
strawberries and cream. 
Contributed by Julie French  
Julie.French@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
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1)  Dispute and Mediation Procedure 
  
The Network has a grievance system for any members who are 
dissatisfied with any aspect of the Network. 
Inquiries should be directed to the Membership Officer (Maggie 
Broom 9710 1374/0418 521 048 dmbroom@bigpond.com) who 
will take the issue to the Committee.  A Committee member will 
get back to the member as soon as possible. 
We ask that grievances not be aired at public forums and that 
members observe the procedure. 
   
2)  Induction Packages 
  
Induction Packages are in the process of being updated.  Any 
new member who has not yet received an Induction Package, 
please contact Maggie on one of the phone above numbers or by 
email. 
Contributed by Maggie Broom   dmbroom@bigpond.com 

Keep watching this space (!) Next month a special feature of our newest 
members will be included, I promise! 

 


